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Transsyberia Rally 2007: First special test in Mongolia
August 12th, 2007 9th stage Oelgy - Mankhan
"The Big White Box" wins this stage and takes over the overall lead

The British team "The Big White Box" has won the 9th stage of the Transsyberia Rally 2007. Simon Garnham and his son Matt drove the 66 mile long evaluation test with their Toyota Landcruiser in the fastest time (2:00:06 h), ahead of the Hamburg pilots Erik Brandenburg/Stefan Preuss in a Porsche 911 Safari. With this, the British displaced Team Germany 1 (Armin Schwarz/Oliver Hilger) from the leading position. Schwarz and Hilger fell to the 7th place in the overall evaluation. During yesterday’s stage from Oelgy to Mankhan,in rain and temperatures below 50 degrees, numerous cars fell out. 

Mankhan,August 13th, 2007 

Following a relaxing day off, there was a great deal expected from humans and maschines. The last five stages in Russia took place without the evaluation test, and the motto was „make distance“. On the morning of August 12th, the participants were naturally eager to prove their abilities again. Cold temperatures, rain and fog complicated the conditions, and navigation become particularly important.
The British Simon and Matt Garnham gave a great performance. They managed to gain an advantage from their excellent navigation preparation, as well as their thick offroad tires. The accomplishment of the team Brandenburg (D) was also amazing. Erik Brandenburg and co-driver Stefan Preuss performed a little sensation with their Porsche 911. With only 10 seconds difference, they reached the finish-line in second place, and moved up from place 18 in the overall evaluation to place 2. The 5th placement in this stage, but the 3rd place in the overall evaluation went to the American team Rod Millen/Richard Kelsey in a Porsche Cayenne Transsyberia. They’d already proven their ability in the second evaluation test last week where they made the 1st place. A surprise was Transsyberia youngster Lars Kern: he steered his Suzuki Grand Vitara together with his co-driver Daniel van Kan into 9th place, and bettered his overall evaluation to the 13th placement.
For numerous teams the 9th stage of the Transsyberia Rally 2007 ended on a tow rope or on a salvage operations vehicle. Already during the first of six evaluation tests several cars got stuck in a swamp, and had to be towed due to damage. Many drivers complained about repeated tire punctures. „With these tires you can go for a ride in an English park, but not dispute a rally in Mongolia.“ Grumbled Armin Schwarz (D), who had been in the lead in the overall evaluation. After the second spare tire of his Porsche Cayenne Transsyberia also blew out, the European Rally Champion crossed the finish-line on a demolished wheel rim.
The changing of the tires in impassable and wet terrain cost the team a lot of time and with that the lead. „The last 25 miles I couldn’t see any streets and paths.“, said Schwarz.
 
Several other teams also lost numerous tires on the Mongolian rocky tracks: the Japanese Yoshifumi Ogawa and Hirohisa Kaneko had to employ the car jack repeatedly, as did the Canadian crew Kees Nierop und Laurance Yap. The British team Meaden/Hopkinson profited very differently from their spare tire. After the crew got stuck in the swamp up to their side window for two hours, they buried the spare tire in order to attach the rope winch to it. Other teams weren't able to free themselves on their own accord. The Polish Jarek Sliwka and Andrzej Bryl, the team Germany 2 with Oliver Hille and Thomas Riethmueller (both teams in a Porsche Cayenne Transsyberia), as well as the Spanish crew Jose Luis Aguilar Cortes and Jose Luis Aguilar Jimenez in a Mercedes 250 GD had to be towed free by a service vehicle. 

„The stony foundation reminds me of the Jordanian Desert, except that there are a lot more sharp stones here. One has to drive carefully, or one quickly ends up with a flat tire.“ Saeed Al-Hajri (Team Middle East) explained the day before. As multiple Middle East Rally Champion with over 20 years of experience, he knows what he’s talking about.
Several participants will not be able to set out on the 10th stage.
You can find more current information at www.transsyberia-rallye.com. There you’ll also find the location of each team in real time on the tracking service. Press Image T04 is available for download in the press section on the website

Overall evaluation 08.12.07
	1 28 Garnham Simon / Garnham Matt Toyota Landcruiser The Big White Box 03:16:12.84 00:00:00.00

	2 5 Brandenburg Erik / Preuss Stefan Porsche 911 Safari Dr. Brandenburg 03:20:40.91 00:04:28.07

	3 17 Millen Rod / Kelsey Richard Porsche Cayenne Team North America 2 03:29:45.10 00:13:32.26

	4 22 Rastegaev Oleg / Sorokin Konstantin Porsche Cayenne Team Russia 1 03:32:05.29 00:15:52.45

	5 26 Tognana Antonio / Cassina Carlo Porsche Cayenne Team Italy 1 03:33:18.79 00:17:05.95

	6 29 Abdulla Adel / Lutteri Norbert Porsche Cayenne Team Quatar 03:35:07.56 00:18:54.72

	7 10 Schwarz Armin / Hilger Oliver Porsche Cayenne Team Germany 1 03:42:56.13 00:26:43.29

	8 8 Al-Hajri Said / Trenker Tim Porsche Cayenne Team Middle East 03:43:35.42 00:27:22.58

	9 9 Meaden Richard / Hopkinson Neil Porsche Cayenne Team Great Britain 03:45:07.10 00:28:54.26

	10 12 Schmidt Oliver / König Thomas Porsche Cayenne Team Prototyp 03:47:49.43 00:31:36.59

	11 2 Celma Carles / Pugmeister Jörn Porsche Cayenne Team Press 1 03:50:19.65 00:34:06.81

	12 20 Nierop Kees / Laurance Yap Porsche Cayenne Team North America 1 04:06:30.15 00:50:17.31

	13 23 Kern Lars / van Kan Daniel Suzuki Grand Vitara Joungster Team 04:07:44.07 00:51:31.23

	14 25 Metge Rene / Reisser Silvain Porsche Cayenne Team France 04:17:00.20 01:00:47.36

	15 4 Baur Hans / Blaeß Rolf Mercedes ML 350 Team-ORC 04:17:49.96 01:01:37.12

	16 3 Soler Pau / Peinado Laia Porsche Cayenne Team Ibérica 2 04:23:39.34 01:07:26.50

	17 14 Poensgen Katja / Rutzka Petra Suzuki Grand Vitara Ladies Team 04:34:24.23 01:18:11.39

	18 16 Pfeil-Schneider Christian / Vatter Klaus Porsche Cayenne Porsche Peroni 04:54:32.30 01:38:19.46

	19 33 Al-Azhari Karim / Cole Blair Porsche Cayenne Team Dubai 05:22:21.62 02:06:08.78

	20 15 Ogawa Yoshifumi / Kaneko Hirohisa Porsche Cayenne Team Japan 05:42:39.56 02:26:26.72

	21 6 Becker Fritz / Trafoier Dominique Sang Yong Rexon B&T 4x4 Racing Team 05:48:03.68 02:31:50.84

	22 24 Zwart Jeff / Dallenbach Paul Porsche Cayenne Team North America 3 06:13:25.96 02:57:13.12

	23 7 Keng Eddie / Pradeep Paul Porsche Cayenne Team Asia Pacific 06:34:00.40 03:17:47.56

	24 13 Arndt Jürgen / Finck Jürgen Porsche Cayenne Team Shosholoza 07:17:12.50 04:00:59.66

	25 27 Sliwka Jarek / Bryl Andrzej Porsche Cayenne STT Racing 08:05:02.79 04:48:49.95

	26 31 Capolupo Biagio / Lancelotti Angelo Porsche Cayenne Team Italy 2 08:10:33.87 04:54:21.03

	27 21 Kesselman Oleg / Levyatov Denis Porsche Cayenne Team Russia 2 08:12:42.04 04:56:29.20

	28 30 Wittwer Bernd / Werner Frank Porsche Cayenne Team Explorer 08:34:54.88 05:18:42.04

	29 19 Morley David / Watson Paul Porsche Cayenne Team Australia 08:35:13.00 05:19:00.16

	30 1 Kern Jürgen / Porsche Cayenne 08:42:49.17 05:26:36.33

	31 34 Hille Oliver / Riethmüller Thomas Porsche Cayenne Team Germany 2 08:44:22.41 05:28:09.57

	32 11 Aguilar C. Jose Luis / Aguilar J. Jose Luis Mercedes 250 GD Nuno 08:50:37.83 05:34:24.99

	33 35 Joel Sascha / Krasnov Anton Porsche Cayenne Team Russia 3 10:23:13.30 07:07:00.46
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