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Transsyberia Rally 2007: New lead in the rally
August 15th, 2007: 12th stage Altay - Bayankhor
"Small Porsche really big“

Team Brandenburg takes over the lead



Bayankhor, August 15th, 2007.  The team Brandenburg has taken over the lead in the Transsyberia Rally. Dr. Erik Brandenburg and Stefan Preuß from Hamburg with their Porsche 911 Safari lead the long distance rally from Ulaanbaatar with about nine minutes advantage.  „A Porsche Carrera in the lead – that feels a little like the Safari Rally“, exulted Dr. Erik Brandenburg in the finish-line. The previous frontrunners Simon and Matt Garnham got stuck in the mud with their Toyota Landcruiser and lost 1 hour and 38 minutes. With that, they are in 12th place in the overall classification. 
 
Second in the overall evaluation is the American team Millen/Kelsey, who have been performing well continiuously throughout the entire rally. According to inofficial reports they are in the lead in today’s 13th stage, which is still going on.

 
During yesterday’s 177 mile long special test from Altay to Bayankhor, which led over fast gravel paths, but also through rocky segments eight Porsche teams reached the optimal time of four hours, and with that the 1st place in the daily evaluation: Next to Brandenburg/Preuß the Cayenne teams Rod Millen and Richard Kelsey (USA), Armin Schwarz and Oliver Hilger (D), Pau Soler and Laia Peinado (Spain) , Saeed Al-Hajri and Tim Trenker (Middle East), Oliver Schmidt and Thomas Koenig (D), Jeff Zwart and Paul Dallenbach (USA), as well as Adel Abdulla and Norbert Lutteri (Quatar). The youngster team Lars Kern and Daniel van Kan in their Suzuki ist doing surprisingly well, placing first in the daily evaluation, and making a notable 8th place in the overall evaluation.

 
The Canadian team Kees Nierop and Yap Laurance were eliminated from the competition. Shortly after the start, they sumersaulted while going very fast. Thanks to the excellent protective construction of the Porsche Cayenne, which was equiped with a safety cell especially for the Transsyberia, both participants walked away in shock but only slightly injured. They were able to show up on time for dinner at the camp in Bayankhor.
 
A great performance was also achieved by the only woman’s team Katja Poensgen and Petra Rutzka (D). With very good navigation knowledge, as well as calm and thoughtful driving behaviour, the two ladies can achieve a lot opposite the male competition. They are now proudly in 13th place.

 
„This was a phantastic test. We found all the stage points, and on the fast segments our Cayenne S Transsyberia practicallyflew“, Al-Hajri from Team Middle East happily exclaimed. They are placed 6th in the overall evaluation.
 
Former European Rally Champion Armin Schwarz was also satisfied with his accomplishment:  „Wherever the stretch allowed it, I made time, and in extremely rocky terrain I spared my car. The tires endured, and the car was running like clockwork again today.“ 
 
The thirteenth stage of the Transsyberia Rally on Thursday will lead from Bayankhor to Mongol Els. This particularly difficult 207 mile long stretch has lots of water crossings.
Overall-Results after 12 of 14 stages:

1. Erik Brandenburg/Stefan Preuß, Porsche Carrera, 7:20.40,92 hours 

2. Rod Millen/Richard Kelsey, Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia, 9.04,19 minutes behind 

3. Adel Abdulla/Norbert Lutteri, Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia, 14.26,65 minutes behind
4. Antonio Tognana/Carlo Cassina, Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia, 16.56,61 minutes behind
5. Armin Schwarz/Oliver Hilger, Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia, 22.15,22 minutes behind
6. Saeed Al-Hajri/Tim Trenker, Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia, 22.54,51 minutes behind
7. Oliver Schmidt/Thomas König, Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia, 27.08,52 minutes behind
8. Lars Kern/Daniel van Kann, Suzuki Grand Vitara, 47.03,16 minutes behind
9. René Metge/Silvain Reisser, Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia, 1:02.57,47 hours behind
10. Pau Soler/Laia Peinado, Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia, 1:02.58,43 Std. hours behind
More current information, results and photos are available at www.transsyberia-rallye.com There the tracking-service enables you to see the location of each team in real time. 
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