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Transsyberia Rally 2007: The winner is team Millen/Kelsey (USA)

August 17th, 2007: 14th stage Mongol Els - Ulaanbaatar 
Team North America 2 can claim the lead during the last stage



  

Ulaanbaatar, August 17th, 2007. The team North America 2 has won the Transsyberia Rally 2007 sovereignly. Rally legend Rod Millen and his co-pilot Richard Kelsey claimed their lead in their Porsche Cayenne Transsyberia during the last stage ahead the Italian crew Antonio Tognana and Carlo Cassino and the team Quatar with Adel Abdulla and Norbert Lutteri. All that counted during this 14 mile long test at the edge of the Mongolian capital Ulaanbaatar was navigation performance. The time wasn't even taken. Millen and Kelsey found all of the control points, so that their lead in the overall classification couldn't be taken away from them. "We are very happy that we won. The Transsyberia was the biggest challenge of my motor sport career." said Millen upon arrival at the finish-line. 

Adel Abdulla/Team Quatar expressed himself similarly: „I am happy to have arrived in Ulaanbaatar. I am very satisfied with our result. It was a very difficult rally, the hardest one of my life. “ 

Germany’s hope for a victory was shattered yesterday with the elimination of Armin Schwarz, who drove into a hole with 75 mph, and then survived a quadruple somersault almost uninjured thanks to the roll cage of his Porsche. The other favourite, Dr. Brandenburg in a Porsche 911 Safari, spent too much time in a deep river, and had to be satisfied with a 9th place in the overall evaluation. „All in all it was great, inspire of it being insanely exhausting. I particularly liked Mongolia. We had wonderful experiences with the natives, and the nature is great. The rally wasn’t anything for couch potatoes. “  

The performances of youngster team Lars Kern and Daniel van Kan were sensational. The 19 year old Kern was able to leave several experienced professionals behind him, and with the 4th place in the overall evaluation, he is the best German of 11 German participants. 

The last of the 14 stages with a total of 4409 miles, led the drivers today over 211 miles from Mongol Els to Ulaanbaatar. Of the 33 teams which set out from Moscow on August 3rd, only 28 went through the finish-line. Five vehicles had to withdraw in the last days, which had mild outcomes. The victory celebration will take place in the teams’ quarters in the evening.

You can find additional current information, results, and photos at www.transsyberia-rallye.com . 




Portrait of the winning teams PCNA

Lay back and relax: Portrait of the winning team North America 2

No situation describes Rod Millen and Richard Kelsey better than the following: 

It happened during the second to last stage, at the beginning of the evaluation 

test. A river, 98 feet wide, and in parts 3.3 feet deep, was blocking the way of

the teams. Co-pilots jumped out of their cars, and instantaneously into the current, where they attempted to direct the drivers through the river while gesticulating wildly. Millen and Kelsey also reached the riverbank with their Porsche Cayenne, but they stopped and waited. While around them scenes took place resembling mass panic, they stood at the riverbank and waited. They watched and waited. 10, 20, 30 seconds went by, then the car started to roll and pushed through the current like an amphibian vehicle. At this point other teams were already floating in their vehicles like leader-less rowing boats. "Why should we have gotten out? “asked Millen in the evening at the driver's camp. "We observed the water's surface. It was ruffled in one place, and we knew that it was shallow there, and that that was our way." After only a few seconds the New Zealanders are at the other bank, and are driving towards the victory of this stage.

It might've been routine or luck, or just composure. New Zealand composure. 

Not without reason New Zealanders call each other "Kiwis". Just like their national animal, that only crawls out of hiding in the middle of the night to toddle calmly through the brushwood. Just as reserved as the Kiwi is, are Millen and Kelsey. If they weren't on the start list each morning, one could think they left early, and went back to New Zealand or the USA, where Millen has been living in Newport Beach, California for decades. Not far from there, Millen celebrated his biggest successes. Pikes Peak is a mountain in Colorado, which is closely connected with Millen's name. Five times he has won the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb, last in 1994. Over a decade his best time was the measure of all things, and only in July of this year his record was beaten. Not a biggie for Millen, since his success list is long: triple USA-Rally-Champion, triple New Zealand-Rally-Winner, triple USA-Off-Road-Rally-Winner, and Asia Pacific Rally-Champion. The list could go on and on.

The man at Millen's side, Richard Kelsey, also wouldn't be able to fit all his trophies on a single shelf either. Winner of the Pikes Peak, SCCA National Rally Championship, and last the Baja 1000 are only his most important accomplishments. "Richard does damn good work", said Millen after the 13th stage, where Kelsey directed him safely through difficult terrain again." I can rely on Richard 100%." 

Something Millen has known not just since the Transsyberia Rally 2007. The two met 9 years ago. Millen employed Kelsey in his company, but by now the hierarchy is no more. Instead they share the common goal of being successful. "We went into the 1st stage very relaxed, A little too relaxed." says Millen and laughs. "Then we decided to give it a little more". But just "a little more". Millen and Kelsey didn't push their car forcefully into the lead, they rather crept up slowly from behind. "I don't necessarily have to make the pace", says Millen. "If someone else wants to, please go ahead." They leave the victory in the stages to others, and proceed to place in the first five inconspicuously time and time again. On the 13th stage they sense their chance to go to the top, and while the leading Brandenburg and Preuss are drifting down the river in their Porsche 911, Millen and Kelsey stand at the riverbank and watch the water's surface. 

Final Results:
1 17 Millen Rod / Kelsey Richard Porsche Cayenne Team North America 2 13:42:28.59 00:00:00.00

2 26 Tognana Antonio / Cassina Carlo Porsche Cayenne Team Italy 1 13:59:48.07 00:17:19.48

3 29 Abdulla Adel / Lutteri Norbert Porsche Cayenne Team Quatar 14:05:43.01 00:23:14.42

4 23 Kern Lars / van Kan Daniel Suzuki Grand Vitara Joungster Team 14:54:52.03 01:12:23.44

5 3 Soler Pau / Peinado Laia Porsche Cayenne Team Ibérica 2 15:01:50.39 01:19:21.80

6 28 Garnham Simon / Garnham Matt Toyota Landcruiser The Big White Box 15:26:38.73 01:44:10.14

7 25 Metge Rene / Reisser Silvain Porsche Cayenne Team France 15:57:52.39 02:15:23.80

8 12 Schmidt Oliver / König Thomas Porsche Cayenne Team Prototyp 16:22:03.44 02:39:34.85

9 5 Brandenburg Erik / Preuß Stefan Porsche Carerra Dr. Brandenburg 16:24:54.92 02:42:26.33

10 33 Al-Azhari Karim / Cole Blair Porsche Cayenne Team Dubai 17:07:34.47 03:25:05.88

11 24 Zwart Jeff / Dallenbach Paul Porsche Cayenne Team North America 3 17:23:43.97 03:41:15.38

12 15 Ogawa Yoshifumi / Kaneko Hirohisa Porsche Cayenne Team Japan 17:59:27.96 04:16:59.37

13 14 Poensgen Katja / Rutzka Petra Suzuki Grand Vitara Ladies Team 18:05:33.49 04:23:04.90

14 2 Celma Carles / Pugmeister Jörn Porsche Cayenne Team Press 1 18:54:33.66 05:12:05.07

15 4 Baur Hans / Blaeß Rolf Mercedes ML 350 Team-ORC 19:26:10.47 05:43:41.88

16 10 Schwarz Armin / Hilger Oliver Porsche Cayenne Team Germany 1 19:47:10.14 06:04:41.55

17 8 Al-Hajri Said / Trenker Tim Porsche Cayenne Team Middle East 19:47:49.43 06:05:20.84

18 27 Sliwka Jarek / Bryl Andrzej Porsche Cayenne STT Racing 21:50:18.17 08:07:49.58

19 21 Kesselman Oleg / Levyatov Denis Porsche Cayenne Team Russia 2 21:56:11.90 08:13:43.31

20 22 Rastegaev Oleg / Sorokin Konstantin Porsche Cayenne Team Russia 1 22:22:13.54 08:39:44.95

21 11 Aguilar C. Jose Luis / Aguilar J. Jose Luis Mercedes 250 GD Nuno 22:28:47.61 08:46:19.02

22 6 Becker Fritz / Trafoier Dominique Sang Yong Rexon B&T 4x4 Racing Team 23:25:39.32 09:43:10.73

23 9 Meaden Richard / Hopkinson Neil Porsche Cayenne Team Great Britain 23:35:15.34 09:52:46.75

24 13 Arndt Jürgen / Finck Jürgen Porsche Cayenne Team Shosholoza 23:35:54.34 09:53:25.75

25 34 Hille Oliver / Riethmüller Thomas Porsche Cayenne Team Germany 2 24:18:26.07 10:35:57.48

26 20 Nierop Kees / Laurance Yap Porsche Cayenne Team North America 1 24:26:38.40 10:44:09.81

27 30 Wittwer Bernd / Werner Frank Porsche Cayenne Team Explorer 24:28:43.10 10:46:14.51

28 16 Pfeil-Schneider Christian / Vatter Klaus Porsche Cayenne Porsche Peroni 24:44:40.54 11:02:11.95

29 31 Capolupo Biagio / Lancelotti Angelo Porsche Cayenne Team Italy 2 25:50:20.36 12:07:51.77

30 1 Kern Jürgen / Porsche Cayenne 26:02:57.42 12:20:28.83

31 7 Keng Eddie / Pradeep Paul Porsche Cayenne Team Asia Pacific 26:24:08.65 12:41:40.06

32 35 Joel Sascha / Krasnov Anton Porsche Cayenne Team Russia 3 27:43:35.31 14:01:06.72

33 19 Morley David / Watson Paul Porsche Cayenne Team Australia 28:25:21.24 14:42:52.65
Further information and pictures please check www.transsyberia-rallye.com 
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