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Transsyberia Rally 2007 leaves Russia
Teams crosses the Mongolian border 
Kosh Agash, August 10th, 2007. The Transsyberia 2007, probably the most difficult rally for standard vehicles, is leaving Russian territory today. Since the start from the Red Square on August 3rd, 2007, the 33 participating teams have covered 2825 miles. On their way through Mongolia, towards its capital Ulaanbaatar there are an additional 1589 miles to drive, and those are challenging. Instead of asphalt, they’ll be met with sand, gravel, marsh, and numerous river crossings. In order to master these obstacles, the participants have to rely on their companions more than ever, because they can’t depend on outside help in the country with the second to least density in population worldwide. Under these adverse circumstances, the average speed will barely exceed 31 mph. „Today it’s really starting. Today it’ll show who can endure even under difficult conditions“, said the organizer Richard Schalber.
Highlights since the start 
August 3rd, 2007, Start at the Red Square, 1st stage (Moscow – Vladimir)
In the morning Moscow's first deputy mayor Juri Rossljak gives the starting signal infront of  the famous Basilius Cathedral for the 66 participants of the rally. Escorted by police, 26 Porsche Cayenne, two Suzuki Grand Vitara, one Porsche 911, one Mercedes 250 GD, one Mercedes ML 350, one Toyota Landcruiser, as well as numerous accompanying vehicles leave the Russian capital in the morning heading for the goal of this phase: Vladimir, a small provincial town about 155 miles away. About half-way, near the town of Petuschki, the drivers face their first special test in the early afternoon, which the Spaniard Carles Celma and his German co-pilot Joern Pugmeister (D) are able to win. They master the 20.5 mile special testing stretch in 34:15 minutes. 

August 4th 2007, 2nd stage (Vladimir – Kazan)
During the second stage of the Transsyberia Rally 2007, a water hole which is in parts about 1.7 feet deep, gives some participants’ great difficulties. Numerous pilots get their cars stuck while driving through it, and two of them have to leave their unmaneuverable vehicles to the service crews, after the conclusion of the special test. Rally legend Rod Millen (USA) and Richard Kelsey (USA) in a Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia are the winners of the day with 33:32 minutes. The overall evaluation is led by former European Rally Champion Armin Schwarz (D) and his co-driver Oliver Hilger (D) in a Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia. 



August 5th, 3rd stage (Kazan – Ekatarienburg)
The Transsyberia arrives where she belongs according to her name. The 66 participants reach the Asian part of Russia, Syberia, on Sunday. During this marathon phase from Kasan to Ekaterinburg the crews cover almost 621 miles and drive through the Ural Mountains on picturesque side streets.


August 6th, 4th stage (Ekatarienburg – Tyumen)
The fourth stage led approximately 186 miles Ekatarienburg to Tyumen. Today’s special test has to be cancelled though. Organizational manager Richard Schalber: “The Orga team needed 5 hours for the first 2.8 miles. With standard vehicles we would have never gotten through, but we certainly would have gotten stuck. The strong rainfalls of the past days have softened the ground tremendously, and the mud holes are at times 3.3 feet deep. The participants would have only managed to advance with the help of a winch. I couldn't have guaranteed that all vehicles which were stranded would have been recovered during daylight." Only special vehicles would have managed to get through.
August 7th, 5th stage (Tyumen – Omsk)
In the evening the teams reach the big city of Omsk after about 373 miles without any incidents, and another day without a special test. The partially massive damage which occurred on two vehicles during the second special test has been fixed by now.
August 8th, 6th stage (Omsk – Novosibirsk)
Novosibirsk, the fourth largest city Russia’s, is the destination of the 6th Transsyberia stage, in which the teams will approach the Mongolian border another 411 miles. In mid-summery temperatures around 86' F., the route today runs again through birch and needle forests, fields of sunflowers, as well as the swampy areas of the Siberian Taiga. An evaluation test is not taking place. In the evening the allround leader and former European Rally Champion Armin Schwarz (D), the three time Paris-Dakar winner Rene Metge (F), and Germany's most successful motorcyclist Katja Poensgen will be received by Anatoli Kwaschnin, the district's Governor. 
August 9th, 7th stage (Novosibirsk – Kosh Agash)
The first teams leave Novosibirsk in the early morning hours, in order to start the 525 mile long stretch, the last overall stage on Russian soil. It will lead the teams into the Altai Mountains, and up to a height of 3280 feet. Not far from the village Kosh Agash, the crews will set up their tents for the first time. 

You can find more current daily information and great pictures at www.transsyberia-rallye.com. You will also be able to find a tracking service there, through which you are able to follow the position of each team live and free of charge.
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